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Early Maths

The first few years of a child’s life are especially important for mathematics development. Research 

shows that early mathematical knowledge predicts later reading ability and general education and 

social progress. Conversely, children who start behind in mathematics, tend to stay behind throughout 

their whole educational journey. The objective for those working in Early Years, is to ensure that all 

children develop firm mathematical foundations in a way that is engaging, and appropriate for their 

age. 
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EYFS @ Waterloo

Mathematics within the EYFS is developed through purposeful, play based experiences and will be 

represented throughout the indoor and outdoor provision. The learning is based on pupil’s interests 

and current themes and will focus on the expectations from Development Matters / Early Years 

Outcomes. They will also follow the guidance given by the NCETM Early Years Typical Progression 

Charts and Reception will use the White Rose Schemes of Learning.  Mathematical understanding will 

be developed through stories, songs, games, imaginative play, child-initiated learning and structured 

teaching. As pupils progress, they will be encouraged to record their mathematical thinking in a more 

formal way.
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White Rose Maths

This guidance underpins the Educational Programme of Mathematics (DfE March 2021) and supports 

a curriculum that embeds mathematical thinking and talk in preparation for a mastery curriculum. 

The overviews support the ethos of the EYFS whilst at the same time enabling teachers to create a 

mathematically rich curriculum. Additionally, it allows for key mathematical concepts to be revisited 

and developed further across the year. 

The guidance has been divided into ten phases and provides a variety of opportunities to develop the 

understanding of number, shape, measure and spatial thinking. 
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MASTERING NUMBER PROGRAMME

Teachers in EYFS also provide an additional daily maths lesson following The NCETM 

Mastering Number Programme, which is aimed at strengthening the understanding of 

number, fluency with number facts and developing good number sense among 

children in the first three years of school.

Over time, children will leave KS1 with fluency in calculation and a confidence and flexibility 

with number. Attention is given to key knowledge and understanding needed in Reception 

classes, and progression through KS1 to support success in the future.

More information can be found here - https://www.ncetm.org.uk/maths-

hubsprojects/mastering-number/

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/maths-hubsprojects/mastering-number/
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